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Father Jim is the Vicar-Provincial of the Ontario-Kentucky Province and a professor and chair of the Theology Department at Mount St. Mary’s University in Emmitsburg, MD., where he has taught since 1996. His research and publications deal primarily with the rites of sickness, dying, and death. He teaches courses in systematics, such as Christology and Sacraments, and in pastoral education, such as theology of Lay Ministry, Skills for Ministry, and Youth Ministry.
THE MOST HOLY TRINITY SUNDAY

YEAR A 

June 11, 2017

GATHERING TIME (10-15 minutes)
Introduction to the Word:
So often, when we think of sacraments, we think of what we understand and of what we are doing. However, there is something profoundly new to be found in the Catechism of the Catholic Church’s treatment of sacraments. The heading of the 1st Article in Chapter One is entitled: “The Liturgy—Work of the Holy Trinity.” Thus begins the Catechism’s treatment of sacraments as it shifts the focus from what we are doing to what God is doing at Baptism and Confirmation, at Eucharist, at Marriage, at Ordination, at Reconciliation, and at the Anointing of the Sick. The answer to this question is overwhelmingly profound: God the Father is blessing and blessing and blessing. Jesus Christ is making the grace of God present in an effective way. He is making present the Paschal mystery for all who are celebrating a sacrament. In the celebration of every sacrament, Jesus is the true minister. Basically, it is Jesus who baptizes, Jesus who confirms, Jesus who forgives sins, etc. The Holy Spirit is bringing the gift of faith to those who are present. The Holy Spirit is transforming those who are present into the mystery of Christ. The Holy Spirit is uniting those who are present to the community called Church. The Holy Spirit is bringing spiritual understanding to all who share in the celebration of a sacrament. The Holy Spirit makes present the mystery of Christ to those who are celebrating the sacrament. 

In all these instances, the action of the deacon, priest or bishop is secondary. Even the actions of the persons involved are secondary. God wants to bless us and God wants to do this in a special way through the sacraments. The Catechism reminds us that blessings are gifts. The Word of God [Logos in Greek] did not have to become flesh in the humanity of Jesus, but God gifted us with the Word made flesh. Jesus as the foundational sacrament fulfills in a special way what sacraments are about, namely that God the Father is blessing us in and through the sacraments. Every sacrament is a sacrament of something and a sacrament to someone. Jesus is the sacrament of God’s love, blessing, and care, and Jesus is a sacrament to everyone who encounters him. One might say that the Church is a sacrament also. Again we ask: of what and for whom. As a sacrament, the Church is a reflection of Jesus. When men and women in the Church reflect something of this manifestation of God, then the Church is sacramentally exhibiting the blessing of God the Father, the love of Jesus, and the care and wisdom of the Holy Spirit.

Warm-up Activity (about 8–10 minutes): 
The Catechism talks about the work of God the Father as blessing…in other words, God the Father bestows gifts upon us: the plan for us to be united with God; the creation of the universe in which God’s plan in launched; the ways that God continues to call people, despite rebellion and distrust (Noah, Abraham, the Law, the prophets….); the Incarnation wherein God enters into the created world and its human history, becoming one of us to reveal to us that God is love and that God’s plan for us is to fall in love with God and God’s plan; the call and formation of the Church to be a sign of God’s plan and continued love; and the many sacraments that make present God’s love, forgiveness, healing, etc.

1) How might this starting point change how we think about God working in our lives?

2) How might this starting point change how we think about God working in the sacraments?
3) What particular blessing of God might you identify in your life? How do you respond to this blessing? 
TABLE OF THE WORD
The Most Holy Trinity: We Are “Hot-Wired”
The important 20th-century theologian, Karl Rahner, S.J, once wrote that speaking about the Trinity is almost unintelligible to Christians today, and if Christians were to wake up one morning and find that there really is no Trinitarian God, it would hardly matter to most!  Because of this state of affairs, Rahner worked tirelessly in his writings to explain why it does make a difference to believe in a Trinitarian God. One place to start to understand that it DOES make a difference that we have a Trinitarian God is Genesis 1, where man and woman are made in the image and likeness of God. If God is a community of persons in a relationship of self-giving love—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—then it makes sense to imagine that we as human beings, made in God’s image and likeness, are “hot-wired” to be in relationship (with God, with each other, and with the entire cosmos) and that we will be most fulfilled as creatures when we participate in relationships of self-giving love. 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, you alone are our creator, redeemer, animator and giver of life:

Lord Jesus: Reveal for us the love of the Father,

Lord, have mercy.

Christ Jesus: Redeem us with your life-saving Word,
Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus: Call us to fullness of life through your Spirit,
Lord, have mercy
 
Let us pray
(together):.
Lord God, merciful and gracious,

slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness,

by sending your own Son into the world and pouring forth upon us your love

through your Spirit, you have found a way to share your own abundant life with us.

For this we will always be grateful. 

Amen.
 
SCRIPTURE REFLECTION TIME (45 minutes)
(As Christians we believe that the WORD of God we hear proclaimed each Sunday is an empowering Word, and that God is present in the Word proclaimed. This is the Word that God wants us to hear today. The dynamic of the Small Christian Community, namely, reflecting on our life-story within the context of this Word, and sharing the insights of these reflections, is such that God’s Spirit becomes present, and the gifts of the Spirit are experienced as empowering and life-giving).
 
FIRST READING (Exodus 34:4b-6, 8-9)

Moses rose early in the morning and went up on Mount Sinai, as the Lord had commanded him, and took in his hand the two tablets of stone. The Lord descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name, “The Lord.”

The Lord passed before Moses, and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.”

And Moses quickly bowed his head toward the earth, and worshipped. He said, “If now I have found favor in your sight, O Lord, I pray, let the Lord go with us. Although this is a stiff-necked people, pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for your inheritance.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
 
SECOND READING (2 Corinthians 13:11-13)

Brothers and sisters, put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
 
GOSPEL (John 3:16-18)

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to Nicodemus: “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. The one who believes in him is not condemned; but the one who does not believe is condemned already, for not having believed in the name of the only Son of God.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
(A few minutes for quiet and a brief reflection

on a meaningful word or thought.)
 
COMMENTARY:
First Reading: In the first reading from the Book of Exodus, God reveals God’s name to Moses. Interestingly, this is the third time that God has proclaimed God’s name to Moses. The first time is the famous story of Moses’ encounter with God in the form of the burning bush at Mount Sinai (Ex 3). The second time is when God appears at the top of Mount Sinai, which is completely enveloped in smoke (Ex 19-20). And now God appears again, after the infidelity of Israel, to provide the commandments anew. Rita Burns points out that over the course of those other name-giving events, Israel has changed: a people enslaved had been redeemed, covenanted with its redeemer, and then became unfaithful with the golden calf. Yet, all the while, God’s name was constant. Through this revelation, Israel learned the implications of the meaning of God’s name: in the face of its sinfulness, Israel learned of God’s fidelity (Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers [Wilmington, DE: Michael Glazier, 1983: 175-176]). Moses knows all too well that Israel is a stiff-necked people, but he has encountered a God who is slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. Moses has encountered God who “stood with him” despite his own shortcomings and the shortcomings of the people of Israel. 
Second Reading: Verse 13 of this short reading serves as the first option for the presider’s greeting in the Order of Mass. It has, of course, strong baptismal overtones. Every Christian has been baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit—the God who created us, who redeemed us, and who has been infused into us. This greeting reminds us that in every liturgy we are being gathered anew into Christ’s body by the Holy Spirit into God’s love. This is God’s doing and we are called to be open to God’s work within us, disposing ourselves to this gracious action of God upon us, who like Israel, are a “stiff-necked people.”

Gospel: God’s plan for us was captured years ago in the words of the Baltimore Catechism in answer to the question: why did God make us? The answer: “God made us to know, love, and serve God in this world, and to be happy with God forever in the next world.” In other words, God made us in order that we would be with God. Everything about God’s plan is for our welfare, not our woe (see Jeremiah 29:11). Every part of this plan is a blessing or a gift from God. Even when we fail to trust in this plan, even when we fail to trust that this plan is for our welfare, and not our woe, God continues to work to bring about this plan. Just as God never deserted the stiff-necked people of Israel, providing Moses, the covenant, the Law, and the prophets, so God never stops doing whatever it takes to bring about this plan for our good. Indeed, God is even willing to come among us in the Incarnation through the power of the Holy Spirit in order to reveal this plan to us. As the Letter to the Hebrews indicates: “Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days He has spoken to us by a Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom He also created the worlds.” (1:1-2). 

John’s Gospel talks about this plan as eternal life. This does not simply mean unending life after death; it means literally “the end life”—the life of the “age to come” that has already begun. It is precisely this new “born-again-from-above” life that Jesus had been discussing with Nicodemus earlier in the chapter. In other words, to have eternal life is to experience the kingdom of God by being born of “water and Spirit,” and the gift of the Spirit of God is what enables us to live “eternal life” here and now. Eternal life, therefore, is the baptized person’s participation in the life of the Trinity, both before and after biological death. It is significant to note that God does not condemn those who do not believe, but the people’s very refusal to believe, or to accept the good news of God’s love for them and the world, prevents them from responding to the Spirit’s invitation, an invitation and an opportunity to participate in the very life of the Trinity. In other words, we create our own fate when we refuse the Spirit’s entry into our lives.
Questions for Reflection and Discussion:
 1. (Exodus) “…I pray: Let the Lord go with us.” 
In response to Moses’ prayer, this is one of the most astonishing truths of our Christian faith, namely, that the Lord wants so desperately to be close to us—close to the ones He loves.

a) What is your personal experience of this truth in your life? With an emphasis on the word experience, do you find this statement to be generally true for you, or seldom true? Share. 
b) When have you seen the face of God as described by Moses? Can you locate such a face in your life story?
 
 2. (2 Cor.) “…agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with

 you.” 
Who do you know who shows this example of peace and agreement, encouragement and reconciliation?

a) Are you concerned about the failure of today’s warring nations to find a way to peace? Or have you pretty much accepted the fact that we cannot do anything about it anyway, so why try? What are your thoughts on this? 

b) What are some of the obstacles you experience in searching for a personal peace?
 
3. (John 3:16 ) “God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son…”
a) We have all witnessed examples of heroic love in our lives. Share in your group, one or two that you will never forget, that will always inspire you.

b) We hear so often that a measure of our love for God is the manner of our caring for the poor and oppressed of the world. If you would, share in your small group, a few of the ways you try to minister to these needy ones on a fairly regular basis.

c) If you were commissioned to be a world emissary for peace, where would you start? What would you do? What, in your opinion, will it take for the people of the world to live in peace and love? What would you have us do? Share.

d) John 3:16 is a popular Scripture verse: you may even see it on a sign held up at an athletic event. Why is this verse so popular? 
 
CARING-PRAYING TIME: (15-20 minutes)
(This time is reserved for quiet prayer as well as for an action-response to the communal reflections. The intent is to ‘outreach’ to the larger community. Allow for a moderate pause between each of the numbered suggestions for reflection.)
1. Word for the Week:
“The Lord, the Lord,
a God merciful and gracious,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness” (Exodus 34:6).
 
2. Suggestion for the week: Spend some time this week “living” the three-ness of God: Honour God as Creator: enjoy the beauty of nature.  Honour God as Redeemer: assist a sister or brother in need.  Honour the Holy Spirit of God: seek courage and direction in prayer.

 
3. Intercessions: (Response: Lord, hear our prayer)
Leader: Let us pray to the Lord who is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.
FOR THE CHURCH, called to the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ: May all who share one baptism find communion in the Holy Spirit, we pray…

FOR THE WORLD: For all the peoples of earth, children of God who loves the world: May we learn to live with each other in harmony and peace, we pray…

FOR OUR LEADERS: For all those who serve in public office: may they be open to the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we pray…

FOR THOSE OPPRESSED, AFFLICTED OR IN NEED: For victims of harsh political and economic systems: May their oppression cease and may they rejoice to be the image of God, we pray…

FOR THE NEEDS OF THE LOCAL COMMUNITY: For married couples, for parents and children, for those who live in religious or service communities: May their love and respect for one another reflect the life of God, we pray…

For the sick and suffering members of our community: May our care and concern be for them a healing communion, we pray…

FOR THE CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY: For this assembly where our life is seen when we exchange the kiss of peace: May our worship bear witness to the peace in which we live, we pray…

FOR THE DEAD: For all the dead whose lives were sealed with the sign of the Trinity: May God receive them into the heritage of all the saints, we pray…
FOR All NATIONS TO RECOGNIZE GOD AS COMMON FATHER: That the Jews, Muslims and Christians all over the world, mindful of a common God and a common ancestor in faith, Abraham, may not give up on their quest for justice and peace, but find ways to live life together with mutual acceptance, forgiveness and love, we pray…

FOR POPE FRANCIS’ INTENTION: That national leaders may firmly commit themselves to ending the arms trade, which victimizes so many innocent people, we pray…
 

How can we help you in prayer this week?
You so loved the world, O God,

that you gave your only Son that all might be saved.
With hands and hearts united in gratitude for God’s favours on us today, we pray that all those under our influence be moved to be open to your Word and your Spirit, while we say as one, OUR FATHER…
Celebrating the Word, Resurrection Ministries of the Congregation of the Resurrection Ontario-Kentucky Province (including the former Resurrection Centre), 265 Westmount Road North, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada N2L 3G7. (Celebrating the Word was founded by Father Frank Ruetz, C.R., now deceased). For information or subscriptions: Toll Free: 1-877-242-7935. Email: theword@resurrectionists.ca website: www.resurrectionists.ca 
The Scripture version used in this commentary is the New Revised Standard Version (copyrighted by the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA).
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