[image: image1.png]CELEBRATING

-

THE

\&RD




CONTRIBUTED BY FATHER PAUL S. VOISIN, C.R.

 Father Paul is a Waterloo native, was ordained to the priesthood as a Resurrectionist on May 14, 1977.  He has served in pastoral ministry in Kitchener and Brantford, Ontario, education and pastoral ministry in La Paz, and formation and pastoral ministry in Cochabamba, Bolivia.  He served as Provincial Superior of the Ontario-Kentucky Province from 2005 to 2008.  He is presently the Vicar General of the Diocese of Hamilton in Bermuda, and Rector of St. Theresa’s Cathedral.
PENTECOST SUNDAY

June 4, 2017

GATHERING  TIME

Introduction to the Word:
For many years my parents, my brother and I visited some friends regularly and enjoyed a very close friendship with them. The husband of the couple had served in the Canadian Armed Forces during World War II. Coming from a farming community in Ontario, and suddenly finding himself on the battlefields of Europe, had a great impact on his life—a life-altering impact. Very often he would mention, "When I was in the Army …", or "When I was in the War …".  It happened so often that my brother and I would roll our eyes, much to the chagrin of our parents. However, many years later, after my return from Bolivia, I found myself doing the same, beginning a sentence with, "When I was in Bolivia …". I didn't notice how many people rolled their eyes at me, but I am sure that people in the parishes I have served "since I was in Bolivia" easily grew tired of hearing that. Yet in my case, like that of our family friend, these are defining moments, a life experience that was so significant that we begin to regard them as a 'turning point' in our life—life before and after the reality.  

Warm-up Activity
Is there an experience in your life that you consider 'a defining moment' or a 'turning point'? Perhaps, if you emigrated, it might be the day you set foot in your newly chosen country. Or, it could be your university or college experience, or the day of your marriage, or your first job, or the birth of your first child, or the day a particular loved one passed away.   

What did that moment in your life signify for you?

Was it a positive or negative significance and memory?  

The Table of the Word

This great Feast of Pentecost is regarded as the Birthday of the Church. It is that significant day—that 'defining moment' or 'turning point' in the life of the disciples. Jesus had been crucified, and mysteriously risen from the dead, and had appeared to them on various occasions. They not only saw Him, and heard Him, but touched Him, and even ate with Him. He was indeed risen, and present. Suddenly, with the mysterious coming of the Holy Spirit, in the form of tongues of fire, their lives were transformed yet again. They were no longer behind "locked doors … for fear of the Jews". Rather, they were filled with courage and began praising God and witnessing to the risen Lord in a multitude of languages, languages unknown to them. The many international visitors in Jerusalem received these words of praise in their own language, confounding them as to how these Galileans could speak their language. The Spirit revealed itself through this 'gift'. The Church had begun! The mission of Jesus Christ would continue through these disciples of the Lord!     
Penitential Rite:
The coming of the Holy Spirit is also part of our story, part of our experience. The mission of Jesus Christ is now in our hands, on our lips, and in our hearts.
Lord Jesus, For the times I have not been open to the Holy Spirit












Lord, have mercy

Christ Jesus, For doubting your grace and the power of your Spirit,











Christ, have mercy

Lord Jesus, For not celebrating your presence in my life, and that of your Holy Spirit 











Lord, have mercy

Let us pray:

O God, who by the mystery of this feast,

sanctify your whole Church in every people and nation,

pour out, we pray, the gifts of the Holy Spirit

across the face of the earth

and, with the divine grace that was at work

when the Gospel was first proclaimed,

fill now once more the hearts of believers.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, forever and ever.

Amen.

SCRIPTURE  REFLECTION  TIME
(As Christians we believe that the WORD of God we hear proclaimed each Sunday is an empowering Word, and that God is present in the Word proclaimed.  This is the Word that God wants us to hear today.  The dynamic of the Small Christian Community, namely, reflecting on our life story within the context of this Word, and sharing the insights of these reflections, is such that God’s Spirit becomes present, and the gifts of the Spirit are experienced as empowering and life-giving.) 

First Reading (Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11)

When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all in one place together. And suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, and it filled the entire house in which they were. Then there appeared to them tongues of fire, which parted and came to rest on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim. Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven staying in Jerusalem. At this sound, they gathered in a large crowd, but were confused because each one heard them speaking in his own language. They were astounded, and in amazement they asked, "Are not all these people who are speaking Galileans? Then how does each of us hear them in his native language? We are Parthians, Medes, and Elamites, inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya near Cyrene, as well as travelers from Rome, both Jews and converts to Judaism, Cretans and Arabs, yet we hear them speaking in our own tongues of the mighty acts of God."

The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Second Reading (First Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 7:12-15)

Brothers and sisters: No one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit. There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are different forms of service but the same Lord; there are different workings but the same God who produces all of them in everyone. To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit. As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts of the body, though many, are one body, so also Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons, and we were all given to drink of one Spirit.

The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Gospel (John 20:19-23)
A reading from the holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
On the evening of the first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, "Peace be with you." When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." And when He had said this, He breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained."

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 


COMMENTARY:

The Acts of the Apostles records the moment of Pentecost. Here we see the Holy Spirit descending upon the apostles—as tongues of fire—and we see the Holy Spirit manifesting itself in a multitude of languages. Whereas in the Old Testament account of the Tower of Babel in the Book of Genesis (11:1-9) these multitude of languages caused chaos and division (because it was the result of pride and disobedience of God's will), here the multitude of languages, granted by the Holy Spirit by the will of the Father, creates unity among the listeners and gives glory to God. This multitude of languages was for proclaiming the Good News of Jesus, to move the hearts and minds of people of every nation.

St. Paul writes to the Corinthians about the Holy Spirit. He recognizes that the Holy Spirit has been poured out on all, but it manifests itself in unique ways in each believer. There is one Lord, and one Spirit, and one Baptism, which unites all of these multiple gifts and charisms to build up the one Body of Christ. St. Paul's image of the Church as a body emphasizes the unity that the Holy Spirit brought to that early group of Christians. They were from many nations and tribes, even historically enemies, but now they are united in Christ. He reminds them that these gifts from the Spirit are to be employed to serve the community, their brothers and sisters in the Lord. This Spirit unites us to Christ and to the mission of His Church.   

Jesus gives the Holy Spirit to the disciples on Pentecost, and to each one of us on this Pentecost. In particular He gives to His assembled disciples the 'power of the keys', the power to forgive sins. This is an important part of the ministry of Jesus Christ, whose death reconciled the world to God. As well, Jesus repeatedly said, after His resurrection, "Peace be with you". This peace, built on the love and truth of God, is a gift from Jesus which is not easily acquired. We often live, in our human condition, in a pseudo-peace, a peace not built on sincere love and eternal truth. This is the peace that crumbles and leaves people disheartened. But the peace the Jesus brings demands a change of heart, a change of priorities, a change of lifestyle in order to truly witness to the love and truth of Jesus.     
Questions for Reflection and Discussion:

1.
(Acts)
 "They were all filled with the Holy Spirit"
At our Baptism, we received the Holy Spirit. At our Confirmation that life of the Spirit was renewed and enhanced, to follow Christ and to share in the ministry of his Church.

a)
How have we experienced that presence of the Holy Spirit in our 




lives?

b)
In our relationship with the Third Person of the Holy Trinity, do we 


turn to the Holy Spirit in our prayer? What is the most frequent grace 

we ask for?

c)
How have we proclaimed Jesus in our time and our place?
2.
(1 Corinthians)
"We were all given to drink of one Spirit"

There is one Lord, and one Spirit, and one Baptism.


a)
How do we make manifest, in our own lives, that unity with Jesus?

b)
How are we aware of being part of "the body" of Christ? 

c)
Are we a unified, or independent, part of the body of Christ?

3.
(John)   "Peace be with you."

Peace can be very fleeting. Sometimes we may express peace with others, 
God, and even ourselves, but know in our hearts that this peace is false, 
and will not last.


a)
What does the peace of Christ mean to you?


b)
How do we build this true peace of Jesus, built on love and truth?

c)
How do we show courage in sharing the Good News and peace of 
Christ (or are we still in the shuttered room)?

CARING - PRAYING TIME

1. 
Word for the Week:
"Peace be with you"


2.
Suggestions for the Week:


During this week, try to be aware of the Holy Spirit working in and through you in the following ways:



When you feel 'empowered' by the Spirit in a difficult or awkward moment, giving you peace and security where there has usually been anxiety and worry.



When you see another person feeling assured, consoled or given new hope because of your words, inspired by the Holy Spirit.



When you recognize a gift of the Holy Spirit in your own life, a virtue that you may possess or a quality you have 'mastered'.



When you have helped someone recognize a gift of the Holy Spirit in their life, something they may have not recognized, or have taken for granted.



When your words and actions have given someone peace in a troubled time, confidence to move forward, or joy at a new realization of the presence and blessing of God.



When you have been an instrument of forgiveness and reconciliation in your own life, or facilitated it in the life of someone else.



When you experience any of these, thank God and pray for the continued guidance of the Holy Spirit.
3. 
Intercessions:


Moved by the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers and petitions to the God who loves us:

That this Feast of Pentecost may help all believers to experience a renewed presence of the Holy Spirit, we pray …

That the Holy Spirit bring us into deeper unity with the Father and the Son, we pray …

That those who recently received the Sacrament of Confirmation may keep alive the Holy Spirit they have received, we pray …

That peace may reign in our hearts, and that we may be instruments of the peace of Christ, we pray …

That our words and actions may be inspired and blessed by the Holy Spirit, as we minister to one another, we pray …

That we may work for unity, with the help of the Holy Spirit, in our families, places of work and study, communities, parishes and nation, we pray …

And how can we help you in prayer this week?
Let us pray:

O God, who bestow heavenly gifts upon your Church,

safeguard, we pray, the grace you have given,

that the gift of the Holy Spirit poured out upon her

may retain all its force,

gain her abundance of eternal redemption,

and bring about the resurrection of society.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

With hands and hearts united in gratitude for God’s favors on us today, we pray that all those in our influence be moved to be open to your Word and your Spirit, and we pray united as one, OUR FATHER…
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